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132 International Journal of Ethics. 

The Religion of a Gentleman. By Charles F. Dole. New 
York: Thomes Y. Crowell & Company, 1900, pp. xvi, 219. 

The religion of Mr. Dole is attractive and commands respect. 
It is the expression of a clear mind and a noble heart. His out- 
look upon life is sane and sympathetic. His plea for what Burke 
called the "spirit of the gentleman" is fine. By a gentleman he 
understands a man "who loves man, who serves man, whose 
sympathies over-arch the world." And he wants him to have a 
civilised religion, free from superstition, full of reverence, active 
in good works. Will the civilised man pray ? Mr. Dole answers 
in the affirmative. But he seems to mean by prayer a quiet 
meditation in view of the universal life. The need of such mo- 
ments of spiritual refreshment cannot be too strongly empha- 
sised. Mr. Dole does not discuss the moral influence of public 
prayer, so strongly condemned by Jesus as a breach of the mod- 
esty of the soul, or of the petitioning for things, even spiritual 
things, from without that can only come by effort from within. 
The frequent references to the lives of truly great men, and 
especially the free and reverent use of the life of Jesus, add im- 
measurably to the value of the little volume. No one will read 
without comfort the chapter entitled "Memento mori," whatever 
his views may be in respect to the future. Nothing in the book, 
however, is so interesting as the glimpses it affords of the inner 
life of an earnest seeker after truth and a simple follower of the 
truth he sees. 

Nathaniel Schmidt. 

Cornell University. 



Prophetic Ideas and Ideals. A series of short studies in the 
prophetic literature of the Hebrew people. By W. G. Jordan, 
D. D., Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Literature in 
Queen's University, Kingston, Canada. London and New 
York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1902, pp. 363. 

The aim of this volume is expository rather than critical or 
apologetic. It gives specimens of popular expositions based 
upon recent study, but as free as possible from technical discus- 
sion. All the prophets except Daniel are represented. Since 
the second century of our era it has been customary to leave him 
out of the prophetic canon, and in Hebrew Bibles he is printed 
in the third collection. The order is chronological, and itself 
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shows that the author is dominated, to a considerable extent, by 
the views of the critical school. His method is to draw out the 
leading thought of a certain section, set it forth in its immediate 
historic meaning, and then to seek for the permanent applications 
of the truth proclaimed. 

The work is done in an admirable spirit, and the book deserves 
to be read as an example of good sermonizing on the basis of 
critical study. While nobly urging the Christian ministry to 
magnify its calling, the author still feels that there was some- 
thing unique in the ancient prophet, entitling us to use the name 
only in a secondary sense of our noblest men. This uniqueness 
seems to him "in part to consist in the fact that they were divinely 
appointed interpreters of a nation's destiny and guides of its life." 

Perhaps the power will return, if it has not already come, 
when the doctrine of a special divine inspiration and appoint- 
ment of men in the past, different from and higher than anything 
possible for men to experience to-day, shall have passed away. 
The author feels that "our reformers and noblest leaders have 
come very near" to the position of the prophets and that "it 
shades off by almost imperceptible degrees into a broader pro- 
phetic life which we by divine grace may hope to share," and 
urges us to take "the prophets' treatment of social questions as 
a tonic which will save us from a shallow individualism and a 
spurious evangelism." 

Nathaniel Schmidt. 

Cornell University. 
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Recent Tendencies in Ethics : Three Lectures to Clergy Given at 
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